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It is now more important than ever to plan ahead for the 2018 harvest.
The short days and long nights in December/January provide an
excellent opportunity to put a plan in place that will have a major
effect on how successful this year’s harvest is. At Quinns we believe
the following factors will be very important when planning ahead:

· Lessons Learned from 2017 – every year brings its own challenges and
2017 was no different. The harvest started 5-7 days early with winter barley
in some cases as low as 15% moisture with higher than usual bushel weights.
The harvest of the spring crops was a completely different story with difficulty
harvesting and baling straw. This year showed the importance of splitting
your harvest between winter crops/spring crops and even earlier and later
ripening varieties.

· Soil Sampling – as mentioned in our November newsletter soil sampling is
a key task to be completed during the winter months. If you think of your
farms soil as your bank account; testing your soil is like checking your bank
balance… without checking your balance how do you know what you can
afford and what you need to pay back? It is also very difficult to build your
soil from Index 2 to Index 3 so it is very important to apply enough P & K to
maintain your soil at index 3 relative to both grain and straw offtakes. The
average predicted cost of fertilizer across all of the cereal crops for 2018 is
€115 per acre. A standard S3 soil sample costs €15 per sample. If a soil sample
is taken every 10 acres, every 3 years that is cost of €0.50 per acre per year. A
minimal cost to ensure you are using the right amount of P & K to either
sustain or build your soil.

· Spreading Lime: The pH status of your farm has a major effect on the
utilisation and uptake of P & K on your farm. Teagasc research has shown that
47% of tillage farms require some level of lime. As an industry we need to
spread more Lime in the winter months to ensure best efficiency of chemical
fertiliser spread.

· Crop Choice – this year proved that crop choice is also very important.
Break crops such as winter oilseed rape and spring beans left the best
margins on tillage farms this year; not only are they profitable in the
year that they are grown but the longer lasting effect of having higher
yields in 1st and even 2nd wheats is very positive. Effective crop
rotations that are well planned; include both spring and winter crops
and most importantly break crops should be part of every tillage
farmers plans for 2018. 

· Incorporating GLAS cover crops – For anybody who planted catch/cover
crops up to the September 30th deadline these crops can now be disked or
mulched in preparation for the following crop. For any crops sown in the
extension period from September 30th up to October 28th these crops need
to remain in situ up until January 31st. An application of glyphosate will help
crop breakdown and make ploughing a bit easier. Use roundup Flex @
1.5Ltr/ha for crop burndown and up the rate to 2Ltrs/ha where vetch is in the
cover crop mix.  

For more information or advice please contact your local Quinns
Technical Advisor or our office on 059 6481266.

Pre-lambing feed Checklist:
  4 Ensure you are feeding your flock adequate protein and energy levels
           – test silage/hay

  4 Ensure adequate feed space is allocated to ewe – 45cms/ewe for 
           concentrate feeding and 15cms/ewe for silage feeding

  4 Ensure all feed is actually eaten in the troughs and ewes are being 
           given enough time to clear out troughs

  4 Good water supply is essential – a ewe can drink up to 10 litres of
           water when lactating

  4 Do not feed over 0.5Kg in one feed

  4 Ensure ewes are fed magnesium in early lactation – they
           require between 4 – 5 grams/head/day

Recommended feeding regime for ewes carrying twin lambs

Due to rapid foetal growth in late pregnancy ewe nutrition
requirements rise rapidly. Feeding ewes appropriately,
particularly in the last 6 - 7 weeks pre-lambing, influences
lamb birth weight, lamb vigour and ultimately lamb
survival. 

As well as growing her lambs it enables the ewe to produce an adequate
supply of colostrum for the newborn lambs while also maintaining her own
body reserves.

The ewes feed requirements in late pregnancy is generally met by hay/silage
and concentrates or grass and concentrates for outwintered sheep. In theory
the ewes energy requirements could be met with excellent quality (75 -80%
DMD) silage or an adequate supply of spring grass with protein and mineral
supplementation for the final 3 weeks pre lambing. 

In practice most ewes are supplemented with concentrates along with
average quality roughage (65 - 67% DMD). Arepresentative silage sample
analysis will allow you to decide how much and for how long you will need
to feed concentrates. In the last 3 weeks of pregnancy protein intake is
most critical. At this stage the ewe needs to take in 200 grams of protein
per day. All feeds that the ewe eats contributes to this daily requirement
but in terms of quality soya bean meal is the best available. 

The best quality colostrum is of a thick consistency and yellowish in colour.
Take particular note of the first few ewes to lamb – if milk supply is poor
you may need to increase the protein of the overall diet.

Feeding ewes pre-lambing
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Weeks prior to lambing        6             5             4             3             2             1

Kgs of meal                              0.2Kg    0.4Kg    0.5Kg    0.7Kg    0.9Kg    1.0Kg

Ensure a successful Harvest for 2018
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Miscanthus is a bioenergy crop primarily grown as a replacement for
fossil fuels. However, in response to the acute shortage of straw
bedding and the consequent spiralling prices, Quinns are bringing
large bales of Miscanthus to the market for use in animal bedding.

Paddy O’Toole from Quinns said “Quinns are doing something positive
to address this very serious straw crisis that is causing problems for
farmers around the country. We are releasing a substantial tonnage of
big baled Miscanthus in order to help alleviate the present bedding crisis.”

Quinns have trialled the product with a local farmer and the results
were very positive: “We have successfully trialled Miscanthus bedding
on the farm of John Burke in Rathmoon near our company
headquarters in Baltinglass. He was gobsmacked with the efficacy and
quality of the product.”

John Burke who trialled the product, was more than impressed: “When
using straw with 50 cattle in one of my sheds I typically would be

blowing in a 4x4 bale of straw daily. Now that I am using Miscanthus
bedding I am putting in 6  large bales (8x4x3)  and it’ll last up to a
month. It’s the best thing I’ve seen in a while – it’s unbelievable! If I had
this stuff a few months ago I would have sold my straw and solely used
Miscanthus and would have saved myself time and money.”

Conclusions:
• Superb dry, comfortable bedding
• Most absorbent of all bedding
• Will last at least three times longer than straw bedding
• Easy to apply
• Most economical of all bedding

For further information on this product please contact Larry Coogan
on  086 254 3941 or Paddy O’Toole on 087 254 9234. Alternatively
you can email sales@quinns.ie to request a call back.

Miscanthus Bedding:
A Real Alternative To Straw
In Current Crisis


