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 Grassland continued 

There was up to three cuts of silage taken 

on numerous farms and though they might 

not have the same bulk as other year’s 

they definitely had the quality with high 

sugar levels and high Dry Matter 

Digestibility. The dry period experienced in 

late summer provided the platform for a 

record year for grass reseeding in August 

and September. The last 2 years have 

shown us two very different seasons 

however the newer grasses stood head and 

shoulders above older leys in both cases. 

What both seasons have shown us is the 

importance of new grass swards can’t be 

underestimated in either a very dry or very 

wet summer.  

The important thing to remember in the 

case of either tillage or grassland 

production irrespective of the weather is 

that land management is the key factor in 

determining production year on year. To 

manage land effectively we need to 

consider:  

1. Soil Compaction  

2. Grass Reseeding  

3. Crop Rotations  

4. Machinery Damage  

If you can account for and manage these 

factors in 2014 it should be a successful 

and profitable season for grass and cereals.  

 

 

 

 

  

Grassland  

What an up and down year for grassland. We came off the back of a season in 

2012 which had very poor growth, poor silage quality and extensive paddock 

damage due to the wet weather. It was hard to remain positive in the spring as 

the hangover from 2012 was being felt in every field. However this changed 

significantly with the increase in temperatures in May. Dry matter production 

increased thus improving milk yields and live weight gains. It was said on 

numerous occasions that from July to September Cattle throve on grass better 

than they had in a number of years.  

 

 All winter crops struggled significantly right into the winter but things changed 

significantly in early May. We experienced an extended period of warm dry 

weather which provided a foundation for greater moisture retention especially 

on heavier land. Today varieties of both Wheat and Barley are exceptionally 

aggressive and as well as providing a good yield they can stand almost any 

weather and soil conditions. Overall it is safe to say that most tillage farmers 

would be happy with the performance of this year’s crops given the conditions 

at sowing and right through last winter. A year really can make a significant 

difference and the 2013 sowing season was the polar opposite of the previous 

year. The fields ploughed up better than they would in spring, crops established 

exceptionally well and have been forging ahead ever since. So much so that up 

to a fortnight ago winter barley was being sprayed for mildew. Given the 

current state of affairs in fields I think we can look forward to next year with 

some confidence.    

 

Tillage 

I think we can all agree that the further we 

get from the 2012 growing season the 

better. Its prolonged impact was felt during 

the autumn sowing season for the 2013 

crop. There were huge problems 

experienced with compaction, poor crop 

establishment and widespread slug 

damage.  

Congratulations to Mark Higgins the 

winner of the Samsung Galaxy 

Smartphone. Mark subscribed to our e-

newsletter on our website 

(www.quinns.ie)  

 

 

http://www.quinns.ie/


  

Eurospar 

William Quinn started Quinns of Baltinglass Ltd, in 1936 at the same premises is located at today on Baltinglass Main 

Street. In 1956 a neighbouring pub was bought and Quinns premises was extended. Ten years later the business split into 

a grocery store and bar. In March of this year Quinns pub served its last pint and closed down to make way for the 

Eurospar extension. The new Eurospar shop opened for business on Monday 2nd Dec. It is now three times the size of the 

old store at 7,000 sq feet. The new shop now includes an in store Bakery with personalised cakes made to order, Home 

Cooked Take Away Dinners, a sit down eating area seating 16 people, a new customer car park at the rear of the shop, 

Home Deliveries, Fuel, ATM, Lotto and Payzone.  
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Athy Re-Launch  

The weekend of the 4th and 5th of October saw Quinns launch our newly re-vamped Agri 

store in Athy. The store was originally opened in 1995, on the Kilkenny Road in Athy. We 

commenced the revamp on the 25th of March and it continued for 5 weeks. We 

rebranded the store under Quinns signature red Agri store. We continue to offer the 

same great products and services including Agri Feed, Hardware, Building, Fuel, DIY, 

Gardening, Paint Mixing, and Home Deliveries. In February a new Weigh Bridge was 

built, so farmers can now avail of our bulk feed service. The re-vamp also saw the 

inclusion of a new Stove Centre with a fully working stove on display. We celebrated the 

re-launch with a weekend of supplier demonstrations and special offers for all 

customers. 

 

 

 

 

Expert Series  

In October we launched our Expert Series. This is a series of events which will take 

place over the coming year, with each event focusing on one distinct part of the 

agricultural industry. Our aim is to help share industry knowledge with our 

customers in order to help drive productivity, efficiency and ultimately profits on 

farm. The inaugural event took place on John & Caroline Kelly’s farm in 

Saundersgrove, Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow. The event included a farm walk and 

industry expert speakers from Teagasc, Dairymaster, Trouw Nutrition, UCD, and it 

concluded with a question and answers session in our Topline Quinns, Baltinglass.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liam reeling in the year 2013 

 

 

 


